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Trinamool Chief Mamata Bannerjee




Mamata addressing rally in WB




Other Singur activists: writer
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Politics at the Center

1998: National Democratic Alliance (led by
BJP) forms govt.

1998-2004: NDA rules country

2004: United Progressive Alliance (led by
Congress) forms govt.

2004-2009: UPA rules country
2009 elections: UPA forms govt.



Two Major Alliances at Center

NDA
Led by BJP
Center-Right

Never supported by
CPM and Left

Supported by Trinamool
Congress from 2004 to
2007

UPA

Led by Congress
Center-Left

Supported by CPM and
Left Front from 2004 to
2008

Supported by Trinamool
Congress from 2008
onwards
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Politics in West Bengal

e State ruled by CPM-led Left Front coalition
continuously since 1977 = the “Red” state of
India!

e Two chief ministers from 1977 till present:
Jyoti Basu (CM from 1977 to 1999)
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee (CM from 2000)
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Chronology of events: Singur
resistance

e May 16, 2006: Bhattacharjee becomes CM of
WB for second consecutive term. That day,
Ratan Tata announces Singur project.

e May 25: Tata officials visit Singur. Villagers
protest. Resistance begins.



DIogyY of even
resistance

mber 2006: Tapasi Mallick murder

ober 2008: Tata announces shift from
our to Sanand (Gujarat) citing violence




Tata Nano Project at Singur

e 997 acres of land were obtained from five
villages of Singur block:

e Agriculturalists who had voluntarily given land
(334 acres): 264.

e Agriculturalists who resisted giving land for
the project: 996 (600 acres).



Demands of Protestors

Farmers: “More compensation”

Political Parties: TMC: “Against forced
acquisition of land”; SUCI: “Against
industrialization”

NeoGandhian Environmentalists (CSOs):
“Against industrialization”

Four different narratives
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Why Singur resistance was successful?

Role of political society (TMC, SUCI etc.)

Role of civil society organizations
(heoGandhians, environmentalists etc.)

Role of Nandigram resistance
Anti-incumbency factor
History of peasant struggle in Singur (Tebhaga)

Fear of violence
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Chronology of Events in Sanand

e October 2008: Land acquired by Gujarat Govt.
transferred by GAU to Gujarat govt. This land was
originally owned by farmers who had given the
land to pashupalan samiti.

Land prices shoot up. Farmers become
millionaires.

e June 2010: first Nano car rolls out of factory.

 January 2009: state govt wants to get 5,000 acres
of land for GIDC estate surrounding Tata Nano
Site.
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protest at Sanand (Ja










