
 

APRA in Nigeria 
 

The case of medium-scale farmers (Work Stream 1) 
APRA is working in Nigeria to: document the pace at which farm size distributions are changing in 

Nigeria, with particular focus on the rise of medium-scale farmers and their influence on agricultural 
commercialisation; assess the causes and consequences of changing farm size distributions in Nigeria; 

characterise the potentially diverse pathways through which individuals become commercialised 
medium-scale famers; explore whether medium-scale farmers are making small-scale farmers more 

productive and commercialised; and examine the differing outcomes of various agricultural 
commercialisation pathways. 

 
Cocoa commercialisation (Work Stream 2) 

APRA is working to: examine how the economy and livelihoods have changed in relation to cocoa; 
determine if there has been a movement towards greater intensification on smaller land areas; assess 
the impact of cocoa cultivation on food crop cultivation; and explore the role of technology in cocoa 

commercialisation. 
 

All APRA Nigeria publications can be found on the dedicated country page:  
http://www.future-agricultures.org/countries/nigeria/ 

 
 

  APRA Working Papers 
 
Work Stream 1 

• APRA Working Paper 26: Changing Farm Structure and Agricultural Commercialisation in 
Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 38: Spillover Effects of Medium-Scale Farms on Smallholder Behaviour 
and Welfare: Evidence from Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 41: Expanding Land Area Under Commercial Tree Crop Plantation in 
Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 45: Role of Resilience Factors in Mitigating the Negative Effects of 
Conflict on Land Expansion 

• APRA Working Paper 46: Drivers of Market-Oriented Land Use Decisions Among Farm 
Households in Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 47: How Conflicts Affect Land Expansion by Smallholder Farmers: 
Evidence from Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 93: Changing Farm Structure and Agricultural Commercialisation: 
Implications for Livelihood Improvements Among Small-Scale Farmers in Nigeria 

 
Work Stream 2 

• APRA Working Paper 29: Political Economy of Agricultural Commercialisation in Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 52: Agricultural Commercialisation and the Political Economy of Cocoa 
and Rice Value Chains in Nigeria 

• APRA Working Paper 79: Cocoa Commercialisation in Nigeria: Issues and Prospects 
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Others 

• APRA Working Paper 60: The Political Economy of the Maize Value Chain in Nigeria 

APRA Briefs 
 
Work Stream 1 

• APRA Brief 21: Changing Farm Structure and Agricultural Commercialisation in Nigeria 

• APRA Brief 31: Spillover Effects of Medium-Scale Farms on Smallholder Behaviour and 
Welfare: Evidence from Nigeria 

• APRA Brief 32: Medium-Scale Farming as a Policy Tool for Agricultural Commercialisation and 
Small-Scale Farms Transformation in Nigeria 

 
APRA COVID-19 Research 

 
• Impact of COVID-19 on Food Systems and Rural Livelihoods in Nigeria – Round 1 Report 

• Impact of COVID-19 on Food Systems and Rural Livelihoods in Nigeria – Round 2 Report 

• A Multi-Phase Assessment of the Effects of COVID-19 on Food Systems and Rural Livelihoods 
in Nigeria 

 
Other Research 

 
Work Stream 1 

• Journal: A Revisit of Farm Size and Productivity: Empirical Evidence from a Wide Range of 
Farm Sizes in Nigeria 

• Patterns and Drivers of Agricultural Commercialisation: Evidence from Ghana, Nigeria and 
Malawi 
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