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Policy responses to seasonal hunger

ü Input subsidies

ü Food ðfor ðwork 

ü Pan ðseasonal pricing 

ü Food price subsidies

ü Food aid
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1980s   Ý 2000s

ü Abolition  Ý revival of  Input subsidies

ü Public worksÝ Employment guarantee

ü Abolition  Ý revival of  Food subsidies

ü Food aid Ý Cash transfers
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Seasonal cash transfers in Southern Africa
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Planting Hunger Harvest

Malawi (FACT)

Malawi (DECT)

Lesotho (CFTPP)

Swaziland (EDR)



Seasonal transfers dampen selfïreported 

seasonal hunger in Ethiopia 
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The ñdouble challengeò:  

Seasonality and high food prices in Ethiopia 



Food price inflation in Ethiopia, 2005ï2008



Food price inflation and PSNP 

cash transfers in Ethiopia, 2005ï2008

2005:    PSNP cash transfer  =  6 birr

Average cereal price  =  2 birr

PSNP purchasing power  =  3 kg

2007:    PSNP cash transfer  =  6 birr 

Average cereal price  =  3 birr

PSNP purchasing power  =  2 kg

2008:    PSNP cash transfer  =  8 birr

Average cereal price  =  4 birr

PSNP purchasing power  =  2 kg [April ]


